What is a clinical pathway?
Clinical pathways are patient care algorithms based on best evidence. They are intended to minimize variance in treatment and thus reduce cost, increase efficiency, and ultimately improve patient care outcomes. Clinical paths are more commonly used in the United Kingdom, and there is evidence that they are effective in the medical context. Some limitations that dentists may want to keep in mind regarding critical paths are that they may not be appropriate for all patient especially those with complex conditions); they present the potential for being misunderstood or misapplied; and practitioners often find them time-consuming, restrictive, and intrusive.